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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra

Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was formed in 1982 in Melbourne and is the first and most
established non-profit Chinese orchestra registered in Australia. Its aim is to promote
traditional Chinese culture and music in Australia.

This year, the Orchestra marches into its 37th year. Thanks to continuing public support, in
its quest to deliver traditional Chinese culture to mainstream society, the Orchestra
remains a unique addition to the colourful multicultural scene of Melbourne. In 2015, our
orchestra was invited by the National Gallery of Victoria to perform at the press
conference, grand opening ceremony, VIP reception banquet and during the exhibition of
A Golden Age of China: Qianlong Emperor, 1736 — 1795. It was a great honour to be
invited by the Arts Centre and National Gallery of Victoria to take part in multiple events.

Since its inception, Chao Feng has been striving to improve its standards. For 37 years, the
Orchestra has rehearsed on Monday evenings at the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music
located at Melbourne University. In order to honour its pledge of bringing Chinese music
to the community, the Orchestra regularly organises free performances and presentations
at various academic and community venues to introduce Chinese music and instruments to
the public. The Orchestra’s repertoire covers not only traditional, but contemporary work
as well, including new arrangements of world classics and fresh approaches in performing
Australian folk music.

In addition to its annual concerts and performances at local community activities, Chao
Feng collaborates with leading overseas Chinese orchestras to foster cultural exchange. To
date, the Orchestra has jointly performed with the Hong Kong Music Lovers Chinese
Orchestra, Hong Kong Juvenile and Youth Chinese Classical Otrchestra, Hong Kong
YWCA Chinese Orchestra, Keat Hong Chinese Otchestra of Singapore, Temasek
Polytechnic Chinese Orchestra of Singapore, PCC Orchestra of Malaysia, Dachung Youth
Chinese Classical Orchestra of Taiwan and La Salle College Chinese Orchestra of Hong
Kong. In 2008 and 2012, Chao Feng was invited to participate at the International Chinese
Music Festival in Hong Kong and Shanghai respectively. In February 2019, Chao Feng,
together with the Hong Kong Music Lovers Chinese Otchestra, Keat Hong Chinese
Orchestra of Singapotre and Vivo Experimental Orchestra of Malaysia, were invited to
participate in the ‘Spring Festival Chinese Music Concert’ and ‘Bonne Musique III
Concert’. These were organised by the B.C. Chinese Music Association of Canada and the
Edmonton Chinese Philharmonica respectively. These events gave our members the
opportunity to perform and exchange ideas with members from other orchestras. In its
home ground, Melbourne, Chao Feng has been hosting local as well as visiting Chinese
musicians.

Besides audio and video recordings of annual concerts and a CD of the Australian
National Anthem Advance Australia Fair performed with traditional Chinese musical
instruments, Chao Feng also produced a special commemorative 30th Anniversary double
CD set and 35t Anniversary Memorial CD, which featured selected tracks from past
concert recordings.

In 2015, the Otrchestra was successful in getting registered as a Deductible Gift Recipient.
All future donations to Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra of $2 and above will be tax
deductible. The Orchestra thanks you for your generosity and support. Your
encouragement enables the Orchestra to continue to promote Chinese music in Australia
for the enjoyment of the community.
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Yat Ping Chan
Born in Hong Kong, Yat Ping Chan graduated from the Hong Kong

Academy for Performing Arts. He is now the conductor of Chao Feng
Chinese Orchestra.

While in Hong Kong, he was the founder, leader and conductor of several
professional and amateur music groups including the Hong Kong Juvenile
& Youth Chinese Classical Orchestra, Hong Kong Chinese Music Ensemble,
North District Chinese Otrchestra, Tai Po Children Choir and YMCA
Kornhill Children Choir. He was crowned Jing Ying of Hong Kong (best of
the best) and Hong Kong Young Music Talent. He has performed not only
in Hong Kong but also in cities across Australia, Austria, China, France,
Japan, United Kingdom, Canada and the United States. He participated in
various important and major international music festivals.

As a musician and a music teacher, he is devoted to teaching and
promoting Chinese music in Melbourne.
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Aaron Chan

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Aaron Chan showed a strong interest in
music and studied piano and clarinet at a young age. After graduating
with a Bachelor of Music degree majoring in piano, he went on and
completed a Master of Teaching degree with a particular interest in
conducting and ensemble direction, where he received instruction from
renowned conductors and educators, such as Benjamin Northey, Stephen
Leek and Monte Mumford. Aaron has since devoted his work to his old
school, taking up a leadership position in the management and direction
of the school’s ensembles. He became a member of the Chao Feng Chinese
Orchestra in 2018, performed as a part of the percussion section and
conducted a number of rehearsals. This year, Aaron will be taking up the
baton and performing with the Chinese Orchestra for the very first time.
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Wei-Lin Tseng (Lyn)

Wei-Lin Tseng (Llyn) was born in Tainan, Taiwan. She started learning Dizi (Chinese
flute) at 13 years old with different Chinese flute masters in Taiwan and China. She
received both a Bachelot's and a Mastet's degree at Tainan National University of
the Arts, majoring in Dizi and Ethnomusicology. Now she is continuing a PhD
program in Monash University to research on the soundscape of Indonesian-
Hokkien communities in Bangka Island, Indonesia. As a Dizi player, she joined Chao
Feng Chinese Orchestra in Melbourne in 2013 to devote her passion of Chinese
traditional music to Australia. In February 2019, she was invited by British Colombia
Chinese Otchestra (BCCO) and Edmonton Chinese Philharmonica Association
(ECPA) of Canada to perform in Vancouver and Edmonton as a member of Chao
Feng Chinese Orchestra. She also presented a Dizi concerto “Four Movements of
Shanbei” at two concerts.
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Monica Yu Yan Tang

Monica graduated from Sichuan Consetrvatory of Music in music performance
(Guzheng & piano), under the guidance of Professor Ii Ke and Associate
Professor Lin Yi for Guzheng, and Ms Feng Yun for piano. Monica worked for
Chengdu Elderly University, Chengdu Tanghu Foreign Language School, Liu
Shikun Piano Art School and Chengdu Taiyuyueshu Culture Communication Co.
Ltd. Monica is a member of the Guzheng Society in the Chinese Music
Association and a member of the Guzheng Professional Committee in the
Chengdu Musicians Association. Monica has performed at many professional
concerts and was awarded more than 15 awards in national and international
competitions. In 2012, Monica was invited by the National Conservatory of
Music of Korea for a music exchange performance. She has plenty of teaching
experience with various teaching styles, allowing her students to learn more
professional musical knowledge beyond just playing instruments.
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Numpark was born in Chiang Mai, Thailand. In 2011, he entered the Young Artist
Music Programme - College of Music, Mahidol University, majoring in Thai
traditional music. In 2015, he moved to Australia to continue his higher education.
At that time, he joined Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra and started learning Erhu/
Gaohu/Zhonghu with Mr Zi Tang Guo and Erhu/Banhu with Mr Dong Yan Ma. In
2010, he received the 1st prize at the SET Thailand Youth Musician Competition. In
2017, he received the 1st prize at the Melbourne Youth Strings Contest. In late 2018,
he attained Grade 9 in Erhu from the Central Conservatory of Music Chinese
Instrumental Grading Examination. In August 2019, he clinched the Bronze Award
in the Aspiring Artists Category Al of the “Dunhuang Cup-NAFA” Singapore
International Erhu Competition.
In mid-2019, he established the first Thai-Chinese fiddle orchestra in Thailand -
“Siam Hugqin Ensemble”. Currently, he is a music director of Siam Huqgin Ensemble,

a music composer at Melocity Composers Collective and instructor at the College of
Music, Mahidol University.
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Qing Feng Chye

In Malaysia, Qing Feng started learning the Pipa at the
age of 7 with Ms Wan Ping Lim and Mr Yong Hong Lim,
and the Traditional Sheng at the age of 9 with Mr Chiang
Song Er. Qing Feng was active in his primary school
Chinese orchestra and Foon Yew High School Chinese
Orchestra. He became the Sheng section leader at age of
14 and assistant conductor at the age of 17. Qing Feng
was invited to perform solos at the annual concerts of his
secondary school Chinese orchestra in 2010, 2012 and
2014 respectively. Over the years, he competed at the
National Chinese Music Competition in Malaysia and got
into the semi-final in 2009, followed by clinching 1st
runner-up in 2013. He arrived in Australia to study at the
University of Melbourne in 2015. He also played in Apollo
Music Society Jazz Band until 2018.
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Ming Da Dong

Ming Da has been learning Erhu since primary school.
Among the few teachers he has had, Ms Ma Lina influenced
and inculcated him the most. In China, he achieved 10th
grade in the amateur music performance exam and
participated in various Chinese orchestra ensembles. While
studying in Singapore, he joined the Chinese orchestras of
Anglican High School (AHSCO) and Anderson Junior
College (AJCO), and was the principal Erhu player of the
latter. After moving to Melbourne in 2016, he was eager to
join a Chinese otchestra but was not able to find any.
Fortunately, he discovered Chao Feng after he met Sheng
player Xiao Jin in the same class at the University of
Melbourne and joined the family.
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Ya Fu

Ya Fu started learning the Yang Qin from Professor Wu
Shunzhang when she was five. She received “Excellent” in
the Grade 10 China National Otchestra Society's
National Musical Instruments Artistic Cultivation
Performance Examination. She came to Melbourne to
pursue a Mastet's Degree and joined Chao Feng Chinese
Orchestra in 2015. As a former member of the Beijing
Normal University Chinese Orchestra, Ya Fu
participated in many petrformances including the
University Students’ Arts Competition and Annual

Concerts. She also received awards for statewide and

national solo performances.
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Xiao Jin Ling

Xiao Jin started learning the Sheng in Singapore at the age of 9
under the tutelage of Singapore Chinese Otrchestra (SCO) Suona
musician Mr Liu Jiang, followed by SCO Sheng principal player Mr
Guo Changsuo at age 13. Xiao Jin was an active musician in the
Chinese orchestra scene in Singapore, having played in several
orchestras around the country. Most notably, he played in the then
Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra alongside highly-skilled
musicians and was given musical instruction by SCO Sheng
musician Mr Ong Yi Horng. He was also a key member of
Resonance Sheng Ensemble. Over the years, he competed four
times at the National Chinese Music Competition in Singapore
and came in 20d in 2012, 2014 and 2016, and clinched 15t prize in
2018 for Sheng solo. Since enrolling at the University of Melbourne
in 2016, Xiao Jin has been a regular member of Chao Feng
Chinese Orchestra and has been part of the committee as the
Publicity Officer for the past three yeats.
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Programme

Ensemble:

Sheng Duet:

Plucked String
Ensemble:

Sextet:

Yanggin Solo:

Banhu and Orchestra:

Guzheng Solo:

Erhu Solo:

Dizi Concerto:

Ensemble:

The Bustling Dock

Conductor: Aaron Chan

Northwest Rain Rhapsody
Conductor: Yat Ping Chan

Train to the Dong Village
Xiao Jin Ling, Qing Feng Chye

San Liu

Bingyao Liu, Toni Zhu, Qi Wei Kong, Ming Xia Qiu, Susan Wen,
Qing Feng Chye, Dong Jie Tan, Daniel Han, Eric Lau, Yat Ping Chan,
Lawrence Chow, Theresa Au-Young, Cecilia Shen

2AM

Wei Lin Tseng, Isaac Lee, Qing Feng Chye, Numpark Sribanditmongkol,
Eric Lau, Esther Man, Theresa Au-Young

The General’s Command
Soloist: Ya Fu
Conductor: Aaron Chan

Huabangzi
Soloist: Numpark Sribanditmongkol
Conductor: Yat Ping Chan

Intermission: 15 minutes

West Capriccio
Soloist: Monica Yu Yan Tang
Xin Jiang hand drum: Andy Chan

Sunshine on Taxkorgan

Soloist: Ming Da Dong

Accompanied by: Wei Lin Tseng, Qing Feng Chye, Xiao Jin Ling, Ya Fu,
Bingyao Liu, Susan Wen, Eric Lau, Esther Man, Lawrence Chow,
Jeremy Yau, Theresa Au-Young

Happiness
Soloist: Wei Lin Tseng
Conductor: Yat Ping Chan

Prosperous Spirit

Conductor: Aaron Chan

Somewhere Far Away - Medley of Folksongs from Western

China 1
Conductor: Yat Ping Chan
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Synopsis

The Bustling Dock Composed by Yun Chong Pan, Xiao Gu Zhu
This piece describes the busy docks where workers are in full swing and work hard to
improve the national economy.

Northwest Rain Rhapsody  Composed by Tian Wang Chiu Arranged by Wen Siang Liu
In Taiwan, northwest rain signals a thunderstorm in summer, which comes and goes
quickly. For the original song, both the music and lyrics were written by Tian Wang
Chiu and published in 1971. The composer used a light rhythm and some humorous
adjectives in the lyrics to describe the annoying weather in a teasing way, making the
song light-hearted and interesting. The piece is now adapted into a jazz-like style,
allowing the Chinese orchestra to expand its repertoire, and express in new and
contemporary musical language.

Train to the Dong Village Composed by Yong Ren Yi, Da Sen Chang
This is an excellent piece showcasing the L.u Sheng based on the folk music of the
Dong people. The work makes full use of the extraordinary imitation ability of the
Lu Sheng. It shows the joy of people in seeing a train blowing a whistle and crossing
the valley through a tunnel. The music is lively and cheerful, fully reflecting the
happy lives of villagers. It was originally written for LLu Sheng solo and it is now
performed with the 36-reed keyed soprano Sheng and 37-reed traditional Sheng.

San Liu Jiangnan Folk Tune Arranged by Guan Ren Gu
“San Liu” translates to “three and six”. This piece was originally one of the eight
famous Jiangnan silk and bamboo music compositions. The lush melody is smooth
and lively, and is often played in folk festivals to promote a cheerful festive
atmosphere. In 1962, Guan Ren Gu adapted it into a plucked-string ensemble,
which altered the structure of the original song thus enhancing the intensity, speed
and contrasts of the music.

2AM Composed by Pei Li Sun
Adapted for a string and wind sextet composition,“2AM”is a chamber ensemble
piece that embodies the style of popular music. As you listen, imagine this setting
—“The time now is 2am, and the radio is playing ballads that are currently
popular--- in the quiet of the night, only the figure in the photograph is smiling
warmly at me---”

The General's Command Sichuan Folk Tune  Arranged by Chiu Shing Ng
“The General's Command”is a traditional tune from the Sichuan region that
dramatises the heroic actions of the General and the zealous fearlessness of ancient
soldiers locked in combat on the battlefield. The piece is composed of five sections—
prelude, war drumming and pre-battle ritual, marching, fighting and return from
victory.




Huabangzi Composed by Shao Yi Yan
This piece was composed in 1958 for the Banhu using the traditional music of Hebei
Huabangzi. The Banhu is accompanied by the orchestra. The varied melodies and
unique sound of the instrument fully demonstrates the expressive capacities of the
Banhu. The allegro section is passionate and unrestrained, and the adagio section is
beautiful and affectionate. The whole piece is vivid and passionate, showing the
unique characteristics of Hebei music.

West Capriccio Composed by Jian Min Wang
Based on the folk tunes of Western China, this work has a very strong Xinjiang
flavour. The use of rhythms popular in Western China and hitting the Guzheng to
imitate drum vividly depicts festive scenes in Xinjiang of people singing and dancing

happily.

Sunshine on Taxkorgan Composed by Gang Chen Arranged by Heok Hong Low

Rearranged by Xiao Jin Ling
This piece is adapted from the violin solo of the same title composed by the renowned
composer Gang Chen. It is based on the song “Beautiful Taxkorgan” and folk tunes of
the Tajik people. It depicts the magnificent scenery of the snowy mountains under
sunshine, and the joyful scenes of people celebrating a festival.

Happiness Composed by Liang Hui Lu
This piece is a concerto composed for the Bangdi (the high-pitched Chinese flute)
using Hakka musical elements. The composer makes use of the penetrating and
bright timbre, and the swift and flexible characteristics of the Bangdi to express
joyfulness. In the adagio section, the Bangdi imitates the style of Shuochang (story-
telling by singing) to show the humorous side of the Chinese culture.

Prosperous Spirit Composed by Joshua Chan
“Prosperous spirit” refers to a feeling of excitement about revival. Hong Kong where
the composer resides is changing and progressing almost every day, and many
meaningful changes seem to have emerged in the past decades. This work has a
bright rhythm and a smooth melody. It is influenced by the style of the Chinese music
ensemble that deeply influenced the composer in the past few decades. It responds to
the new face of Chinese society in the contemporary century with a warm musical
atmosphere.

Somewhere Far Away - Medley of Folksongs from Western China 1

Folk Songs of Western China  Arranged by Guan Ren Gu
In this piece, the composer organically connects the four Western folk songs "Dance
of the Coachman", "Somewhere Far Away ", "Pick up Your Hijab", and "Dance of the
Youth". Through the rich orchestration, the featutres of each song are vivid. Near the
end, the four songs overlap in a polyphonic way, resulting in an extremely rich musical

effect that pushes the music to its climax.
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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra Incorporated DGR is a tax-deductible
fund listed on the Australian Government’s Register of Cultural
Organisations maintained under Subdivision 30-B of the Income Tax
Assessment Act 1997.

Donations of $2 and above to Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra DGR will be
tax deductible.
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