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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra

Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was formed in 1982 in Melbourne, and is the
largest non-profit, registered Chinese orchestra in Australia. Its aim is to promote
traditional Chinese culture and music in Australia.

Thanks to continuing public support, the Orchestra has not only delivered
traditional Chinese culture to mainstream society, but has matured into a unique
force, adding much colour to the multicultural scene of Melbourne. In 2012
Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was invited by Melbourne Arts Centre to petform
with 8 community-based Music and Arts organizations the highly acclaimed

“Raising the Roof " at Hamer Hall, to celebrate the grand opening of the newly
refurbished concert hall. In 2014 the Orchestra was again invited by Melbourne
Arts Centre to take part in the “Play me, I’'m Yours” project. A team of talented
members from the Orchestra decorated an upright piano with colotful Chinese
Opera face masks, Melbourne’ s distinctive trams and landmarks to signify
integration of Chinese arts into Melbourne’s culture. This year (2015) our
orchestra was invited by the National Gallery of Victoria to petform at the press
conference, grand opening ceremony, VIP treception banquet and dutring the
Exhibition of “The Golden Age of China” . It was a great honour for the
Orchestra to be invited to petform at multiple functions during such a
prestigious exhibition.

Since its inception, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra has been constantly striving to
raise its standards. In the past 33 years, rain or shine the Orchestra rehearses on
Monday evenings at the University of Melbourne School of Music. In order to
fulfil its aim of bringing Chinese music to the community, the Orchestra regulatly
organizes free performances and presentations at various schools and
community venues to introduce Chinese music and instruments to the public.
The orchestra’s repertoites cover both traditional and contemporary work,
including new arrangements of world classics and fresh approaches
in performing Australian folk music.

In addition to holding annual concerts and participating in local community
activities, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra often collaborates with leading overseas
Chinese orchestras to foster cultural exchange. Through such activities, the
orchestra is now a well-known “overseas Chinese orchestra” . To date, the
Orchestra has jointly performed with Chinese orchestras in Melbourne, Hong
Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. These include Hong Kong Music Lovers Chinese
Orchestra, Hong Kong Juvenile and Youth Chinese Classical Orchestra, Hong
Kong YWCA Chinese Orchestra, Keat Hong Chinese Orchestra of Singapore,
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Singapore Temasek Polytechnic Chinese Otrchestra, The PCC Orchestra of
Malaysia and Dachung Youth Chinese Classical Orchestra of Taiwan. In 2008
and 2012, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was invited to participate at the
International Chinese Music Festival in Hong Kong and Shanghai respectively.
This gave our members the opportunity to perform and exchange ideas with
members from other orchestras. Back in Melbourne, the Orchestra has been
hosting many local as well as visiting Chinese musicians.

Besides audio and video recordings of our annual concerts and a CD of the
Australian National Anthem “Advance Australia Fair” performed using
traditional Chinese musical instruments, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra has
produced a special commemorative 30 Anniversary double CD set which
features selected tracks from live recordings of its past concerts.

Since its formation Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra has tried to be financially self-
reliant, seeking funding only for special concerts. In order to meet future needs,
in particular the acquisition of more musical instruments, the Orchestra has
successfully applied to be listed on the Register of Cultural Organisations as a
Deductible Gift Recipient. This means as of 2015 all future donations to Chao
Feng Chinese Orchestra of $2 and above will be tax deductible. The executive
committee would like to thank you in advance for your support and generosity,
so that the Orchestra can continue its mission in promoting Chinese music in
Australia and contributing to the community.
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Yat Ping Chan

Born in Hong Kong, Yat Ping Chan graduated from the Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts. He is now the conductor of the Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra.

While in Hong Kong, he was founder, leader and conductor of several professional and
amateur music groups including the Hong Kong Juvenile & Youth Chinese Classical
Orchestra, Hong Kong Chinese Music Ensemble, North District Chinese Orchestra, Tai
Po Children Choir and YMCA Kornhill Children Choir. He was crowned Jing Ying of
Hong Kong (best of the best) and Hong Kong Young Music Talent. He has performed
not only in Hong Kong but also in cities across Australia, Austria, China, France, Japan,
United Kingdom and the United States. He participated in vatious important and major
international music festivals.

As a musician and a music teacher, he is devoted to teaching and promoting Chinese
music in Melbourne.
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Cong Qi Chen

Cong Qi Chen is an Erhu virtuoso and educator. At a young age, he studied Erhu at the
High School affiliated to Wuhan Conservatory of Music. He then continued at Wuhan
Conservatory of Music and studied under Professor Su Hua Wu who was the disciple of
Erhu Master Hai Hui Huang. He also learned other bow stringed instruments including
Gaohu, Banhu and Jinghu. After graduation, he taught Erhu in the Department of
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Chinese Traditional Instruments at the Conservatory for over 20 years. Apart from
lecturing, he participated in the studies and evaluation of ancient Set Chime-Bells
unearthed from tombs and took part in compiling and editing the publication “Taoist
Ritual Music in Mainland China” . He also established the Set Chime-Bells Ensemble
of the Wuhan Consetvatory of Music and issued his own Erhu album  “Elegant Music
with Passion”

After migrating to Melbourne he continues to teach Erhu with passion and devotes
himself to promoting Chinese culture and music by organising performances and
concetts in the community together with other musicians.
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An Ling Ding

Ding started learning Suona in 1970 from Tong Xiang Ren who is a renowned Suona
Master in China. Under the instruction of Master Ren, Ding learned a wide repertoire of
the instrument that includes “Homage to the Phoenix by Birds” which is a very
famous solo piece for Suona. He entered the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1975
to continue his studies with Master Ren. Upon graduation in 1979, he joined the
Shanghai Beijing Opera Orchestra as a solo performer. He migrated to Melbourne in
1989. In 1991, he was invited by George Dreyfus, a famous Australian composer to
perform in one of his symphonies together with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra at
the Melbourne Arts Centre. The concert was a great success and was widely broadcast
on various radio stations.

A%

NAFRBEEFL, BXRTONFLER, BETEREL BN, BBEE,
FIACEN K — R AR, WREW)|HRERAREE, MES M T EHXA
RIS 2 AMBERATLEURENSELAI AR T TLEEHEY, £

Y E R E A .

Ying Liu

Ying Liu began learning music at the age of eight. She received her Bachelor Degree
from the Sichuan Conservatory of Music with Major in Percussion and Minor in Guqin.
She studied Gugin with Ji Zhang Hu who is a national class one conductor. After
graduation, she joined the Sichuan Symphony Otrchestra. She participated in the 5.12
Wenchuan Earthquake Memorial Concert held at the National Centre for the

Performing Arts in Beijing and took part in “The 7th Music Week of Asia Symphony
Orchestras” in Tokyo. She is a seasoned performer.
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Stephen Wu

Stephen Wu learned Erhu from Erhu performer Hua Nan Xu. He performed at the
Hong Kong City Hall 10th Anniversary Memorial Chinese Music Concert in 1972 and
the 1st HIKK Arts Festival Chinese Music Concert in 1973, and joined the Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra 1st Erhu section in 1977 —1979. When the Chao Feng Chinese
Orchestra was established, Stephen was the Principal Erhu and later the Vice-President
until 1992, when he left for career and family reasons. Since then, Stephen petformed
with the Australian Chinese Music Ensemble in 1995 — 1997, and with the CAV Chinese
School Orchestra, Leisure Cantonese Opera Singing Group and Chao Feng for special
events. In 2014, Stephen re-joined Chao Feng playing mainly the Banhu and Gaohu.
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Susan Wen

Susan Wen was born in Kunming, China and began learning Pipa at the age of 6. In
2004 she migrated to Australia with her family and was spotted by Chao Feng when she
was petforming as a street artist. After joining Chao Feng, she furthered her learning of
Pipa with the Pipa virtuoso Ying Yang. Now 23, Susan has been growing with Chao
Feng for 12 years and has performed solos at many concerts such as the “Ambush” in
2008, “March in Jiangnan” in 2009 and “Spring in Tian Shan” in 2011. Susan has
also been elected as Publicity Officer for the last three years and has helped to promote
the orchestra through the creation of Facebook fan page and maintenance of the
website. She hopes that her efforts will increase the presence of Chinese music in
Australia and arouse interests among the younger generation.
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% B % Programme
4% Ensemble
Bl T Lantern Festival
Y E A Cavaliers of the Grassland
f& B ® H  The Rising Sun
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(Bangdi: Wei Lin Tseng, Qudi: Vivian Chen,

Sheng: Vanessa Ng, Pete Bannister)

=% % PipaSolo
B A Ode to Wei He River
(M Z%: X4F%)  (Soloist: Susan Wen)
F4 4  Youth Ensemble
£ 7% The Great Wall Ballad
HEMEZEDN  Dance of Uyghur
"y & Suona Solo
B &% B. Homage to the Phoenix by Birds
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(Soloist: An Ling Ding)
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Intermission 15 minutes
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Farewell at Yangguan
(Soloist: Ying Liu)

Plucked-String Ensemble
Two Pieces of Tartar Folk Songs

Banhu Solo

New Song of Qinchuan
(Soloist: Stephen Wu)

Ensemble
Parting of Zhao Jun

FErhu Concerto

The Great Wall Capriccio (The 3rd & 4th Movements)

(Soloist: Cong Qi Chen)
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Synopsis

Lantern Festival Shanxi Folk Song Arranged by Da Cheng Yang
This arrangement is based on a folk song of the Qi Tai area in Shanxi Province.
It depicts the joyful atmosphere during Chinese New Year celebrations and
describes the lively scenes of people at the Yuan Xiao Lantern Festival on the
15th day of the first lunar month.

Cavaliers of the Grassland Composed by Shi Heng Gao

Arranged by Xiu Wen Peng, De Bao Li
This piece consists of 3 sections. The first depicts cavaliers on guard duty
galloping energetically on the wvast grassland. The second describes the
enchanting sceneries, the happy and peaceful life of the people and their
admiration for their leader. The opening theme appears again in the last section
and is carried through to a rousing conclusion.

The Rising Sun Composed by Hong De Dong, Xing Ru Zhao
This excellent orchestral work was inspired by folk songs from the Shandong and
Shaanxi areas. Through a description of the rising sun, the magnificent natural
spectacles of the mountains, rivers and the countryside, this work celebrates the
people’ s pioneering spirit, extols the prosperity of their motherland, and
confidence in a bright future.

Wu Bang Zi Folk Tune Arranged by Zi Cun Feng
This arrangement is based on a folk tune of Northern China, and is a classic
representation of the northern school of Dizi music. The passionate and
beautiful melody reflects the people’ s praises of their happy and contented life.

Ode to River Wei Composed by Hong Xiang Ren
This piece is full of the native flavours of Shaanxi Province. The composer
reminisces in sweet memories of his homeland.

The Great Wall Ballad Composed by Xue An Liu  Arranged by Chiu Shing Ng
This ballad is transcribed from a song with the same title which gained immense
popularity since the war against the Japanese invasion of China began. It
expresses the people’s deep longing for their homeland, their will to fight the
invaders and their determination to regain lost territoties.

Dance of Uyghur Composed by A Bu Lai Ti, A Bu La Dou

Rearranged by Julian Yu
A lively piece of music developed from a Uyghur folk song to describe the happy
life of the Uyghur people living in the Kunlun Mountains.

Homage to the Phoenix by Birds Arranged by Tong Xiang Ren
Arranged from a folk tune this is a very popular piece for Suona, especially in
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Shandong, Anhui, Henan, Hebei Provinces. The lively and joyful melody displays
the exquisite imitations of bird songs showing the vitality of nature.

Farewell at Yangguan Ancient Tune
This is one of the most famous Gugin music, which is typical of ancient Chinese
music. The tune originated in the Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618 —906) and was
written to accompany a famous poem by Wei Wang, entitled “Seeing Yuan Er
off to Anxi” . With extended verses added to the original poem as lyrics, it
further enhances the expression of the parting sentiments and sadness of
separation.

Two Pieces of Tartar Folk Songs Tartar Folk Song Arranged by Guan Ren Gu
The piece is arranged by weaving two Tartar folk songs of different style
together in a subtle way to depict the versatile characters of Tartar people who
love singing and dancing.

New Song of Qinchuan Composed by Zhe Ji, Chang Xing Zhang
This composition is based on folk tunes and opera music of Shaanxi. It is divided
into three sections. In the first and the third sections, the music is vivacious,
rustic, bold and simple, with a melodic and graceful second part. The music is
full of Shaanxi flavours and expresses the people’s praises and love towards their
homeland.

Parting of Zhao Jun Composed by Chi Bun Tam
This composition uses the starting notes of the Cantonese opera of the same title
as the theme. It tells the story of Zhao Jun Wang in the Han Dynasty, departing
her native place to be martied to the barbarian king in order to bring peace to her
homeland. The music also expresses Zhao Jun’s thoughts for the loved ones she
has left behind and her trepidations in the unknown journey ahead.

The Great Wall Capriccio Composed by Wen Jin Liu
Erhu Concerto “The Great Wall Capriccio” was composed in 1978 and
finalised in 1982. It won First Class prize in the Chinese Instrumental Section of
National Music Composition Competition in 1984. The composer adopted the
cyclical and concerto form for Erhu to express the people’ s feeling when they
are standing on the Great Wall.

Third Movement: «Honouring the Memoty of Loyal Souls»
The music is solemn and respectful mourning those who have sacrificed their
lives for their country in its long histoty.

Fourth Movement: «lLooking Forward to the Future»

In this movement the composer used the technique “Douban” |, which is a kind
of music for singing in Chinese opera, to show the vitality, indomitable courage,
confidence and faith in the future.
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#£4¥ Conductor

% —-F Yat Ping Chan

¥ % 3% % Guest Soloists
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T %% An Ling Ding
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K FEFE Rebecca Song

¥[ 28 B Linus Chang
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K ZE %% Berverly Chee

¥ ¥ Zhonghu /5 /N8 Selina Fung
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KIEZE Cello & % Kim Yin See*
# 7 4 Chun Sheng Cai*

A4 2 Double Bass | £ i Lawrence Chow

4 F Diz B iE % Steven Kwong” S Julian Yung®
# % Wei Lin Tseng # {3 Harry Han
B 7 3] Vivian Chen

%  Sheng % % % Vanessa Ng Z 4G Pete Bannister §

Yoy Suona T %% An Ling Ding*
ZF Z Chuin Jou Lee 00

% Yanggin i B B &£ Belinda Wong 2 #x % Senhang Lee
% BB Toni Zhu

M EE Liugin 4 BB Jasmine Yung

B & Pipa X 47 % Susan Wen Ik %% B% Ling Yin Zhang
#K £ ¥ Mei Foon Lam BiE 7% Yee Lee Ti
% 0 #F Cindy Chen

# P Zhongruan # & = Daniel Han 441 Doreen Pun
4% Adriana Yung B BA 8 Ming Xia Qiu

K Ft. Datuan EKE YiZhang Wang
B E1& Eric Lau A

B % Percussion 2%  Ying Liu* % % 7% Andy Chan
B2 1 Jeremy Yau AT Scarlet Lin
. Min Xu $3E  Taylor Qian

*4#% Bl % & Special Guest AFE = 5% Sanxian oo F Dizi

~3 F # Xiao

§ 3 K& B %% Bass Clarinet
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5 8 48 BN R & 25 3 4 Public Fund

Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra Incorporated DGR is a tax-deductible fund listed

on the Australian Government’ s Register of Cultural Organisations maintained
under Subdivision 30-B of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

Donations of $2 and above to “Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra Incorporated
DGR” will be tax deductible.

PAGE -k 3 AVE X 20
“Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra Inc. DGR” #§ #2705 L b, #H 7 &S5
Je 54 7R TE 40

Legal name of public fund /2 & 2 2 3 4 4 #:
Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra Inc. DGR

Responsible persons & & B {i:
Sandra Wu, Accountant
Hen Yick Lau, Pharmacist

Patrick Lee, Pharmacist
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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra
www.chaofeng.com.au

Weekly rehearsal: Monday 8pm-10pm at
Music Department of the Melbourne University
(210 Berkeley Street, Carlton. Melway: 43 G4)




