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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra’s 32nd
Anniversary Concert
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The late President of Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra, Mr.
Gregory Chang once wished that one day Chao Feng Chinese
Orchestra would present a concert of traditional operatic music
from different regions of China. Today his wish has been
granted. We dedicate this concert in memory of the late

Mr. Gregory Chang.
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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra

Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was formed in 1982 in Melbourne, and is the
largest non-profit, registered Chinese orchestra in Australia. Its aim is to
promote traditional Chinese culture and music in Australia.

Since its inception, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra has been constantly
striving to raise its standards. In the past 32 years, come rain or shine,
rehearsals were held every Monday at the Music Department, University of
Melbourne. The goal is to achieve the best performance outcome at every
concert. In order to fulfill its aim, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra regularly
organizes performances and workshops at various schools and community
venues to introduce Chinese musical instruments to the public. Chao Feng
Chinese Orchestra is also active in charity fund-raising in aid of natural
disasters and has been guests at radio stations to perform for various charity
events. The orchestra’ s repertoires cover both traditional and
contemporary work, including new arrangements of world classics and new
approaches to performing Australian folk songs.

Thanks to continuing public support, the orchestra has not only delivered
traditional Chinese culture to mainstream society, but has matured into a
unique force, adding colour to the multicultural scene of Melbourne. In 2013
Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was one of 25 community-based Music and
Arts organizations invited by Melbourne Arts Centre to participate in the

“Play me, I’ m Yours” project. Each organization was provided with an
upright piano to decorate with a theme that reflects the organiszation’ s
music or arts. The decorated pianos were then placed at various locations in
Melbourne City, to be admired and played by the public. Chao Feng’ s team
of talented artistic musicians decorated its piano with colorful Chinese
Opera masks, Melbourne’ s distinctive trams and the Eureka Tower. The
complete work has been admired by many and received numerous
compliments.

In addition to holding annual concerts and participating in local community
activities, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra often collaborates with leading
overseas Chinese orchestras to foster cultural exchange. Through such
activities, the orchestra is now a well-known “overseas Chinese
orchestra” . So far, the Orchestra has jointly performed with Chinese
orchestras in Melbourne, Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. These
include Hong Kong Music Lovers Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong Juvenile
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and Youth Chinese Classical Orchestra, Hong Kong YWCA Chinese
Orchestra, Keat Hong Chinese Orchestra of Singapore, Singapore Temasek
Polytechnic Chinese Orchestra, The PCC Chinese Orchestra of Malaysia and
Dachung Youth Chinese Classical Otchestra of Taiwan. In 2008

and 2012, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was invited to participate at the
International Chinese Music Festival in Hong Kong and Shanghai
respectively. On both occasions, members of our Orchestra had the
opportunity to perform and exchange ideas with members of over 40
Chinese otrchestras from different countries. At home in Melbourne, the
Orchestra has been host to many local as well as visiting Chinese musicians.

Besides audio and video recordings of our annual concerts and a CD of the
Australian National Anthem “Advance Australia Fair”  performed using
traditional Chinese musical instruments, Chao Feng Chinese Otrchestra has
produced a special commemorative 30% Anniversary double CD set which
features selected tracks from live recordings of its past concerts.

Building on the success of the past 32 years, Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra
will continue its mission in promoting Chinese music and contributing to the
community. It will continue to work closely with similar organizations
overseas to pursue their common aim of promoting Chinese music.
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Yat Ping Chan

Born in Hong Kong, Mr Yat Ping Chan graduated from the Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts. He is now the conductor of the Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra,
Melbourne Youth Chinese Orchestra and the Melbourne Chinese Music Chatter.

While in Hong Kong, Mr. Chan was founder, leader and conductor of several
professional and amateur music groups including the Hong Kong Juvenile & Youth
Chinese Classical Otrchestra, Hong Kong Chinese Music Ensemble, North District
Chinese Orchestra, Tai Po Children Choir and YMCA Kornhill Children Choir. He was
crowned Jing Ying of Hong Kong (best of the best) and Hong Kong Young Music
Talent. He has performed not only in Hong Kong but also in cities across Australia,
Austria, China, France, Japan, United Kingdom and the United States. He participated
in various important and major international music festivals.

As a musician and a music teacher, Mr. Chan is devoted to teaching and promoting
Chinese music in Melbourne.
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Dan Hong Ling (Shanghai Opera)

Dan Hong Ling came from an artistic family and is a national top rated performer.
Graduated from Shanghai Theatre Academy, she is a high artistic achiever. Since
arriving in Australia, Dan Hong has performed at many different venues and made
invaluable contributions in promoting Shanghai operatic arts and trained opera
performers in various communities. She is a recipient of indefinite funding from the

State Council of the PRC.
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Wen Lo

Wen Lo grew up in Vietnam and was very interested in classical Chinese literature,
musical theatre and Chinese music at an early age. He immigrated to Australia in 1977.
With a few close friends, William Suen, Mei L.am, Belinda Wong, Patrick Lee, Winly
Chan and Gary Chan, Master Lo co-founded Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra in 1982. In
the same year he co-established the «Chinese Culture’» magazine with Mr. Sung Hoa
La and took on the job of Chief Editor of the magazine.
Since 1996, Master L.o became a professional teacher and composer of Cantonese
opera. His recent master works, which include “Farewell” , “Empty Nest” |,
“Night Flight” etc, have been made into CD recordings. “Shattered Dreams of
Southern Tang” , one of his eatlier master pieces, is widely popular among followers

in Hong Kong, Asian and overseas countries. It is one of his master pieces.
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lin Zi

Jin Zi, a well known and very experienced actor from Wenzhou Ou Opera in Zhejiang
Province, specialises in female warrior roles. She also learned the art of “Mask
changing” from a famous Master. Since arriving in Australia she has been active at
various performing venues and is well loved by the audience. She is a formidable force
in promoting East-West cultural exchange.
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Lin Li (Beijing Opera)

Lin i came from an artistic family. As a child, Lin loved the Beijing Opera. She was
runner-up winner at the 3" Beijing Opera Festival in Hunan in 1996. After arriving in
Australia, Lin has been the Deputy President of The Sound of Spring Arts Troupe, as

well as its Artistic Director and Conductot.
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Wei-Lin Tseng (Lyn)

Wei-Lin Tseng (LLyn) was born in Taiwan in 1985. She began learning the Chinese flute
at the age of 13, and had studied with renowned Chinese flautists and Dizi masters in
Taiwan and China. She graduated with Bachelor and Master degrees from Tainan
National University of the Arts, majoring in Chinese flute and Ethnomusicology. Lyn is
now undertaking a PhD program at Monash University.
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Zhen Xing Wu

Mt Zhen Xing Wu was a professional Erhu performer from eatly 1970's to late 1980's
when he was Principal Erhu player with the professional Theatre Group of Jiangxi
Province in China.Since arriving in Melbourne in 2011 Mr. Wu has been an active and
valued member of Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra. Mr. Wu is a very competent and
passionate Erhu player, and operatic music is his forte.
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w E ﬂ Tunes from the North with Southern Accents
oA R Huangmei Capriccio
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Tune of Sichuan

Trio: Pipa, Guzheng, Yangqin
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Tan Ci Yun

(BE: X475, &% B#s. (Pipa: Susan Wen, Guzheng: Katherine Liao,
WE: ERE) Yanggin: Isaac Lee)
F4 4 Youth Ensemble
LA Purple Bamboo Tune
EHEL  Song of Exhortation
A Beijing Opera
H4 W Drunken Concubine
W FHAER EIRE) (Singer: Lin L4, Jinghu: Yi Zhang Wang)
IR B+ H 44  Intermission 15 minutes
B g Cantonese Opera
B /Z5 %  Shattered Dreams of Southern Tang
(EYE: 2 ZHE. BH/IHE, 5 B (Singer: Gloria Butt, Selina Fung, Gaohu: Wen Lo)
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Sichuan Opera

4% ik
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— R

Bian Lian: Mask Changing
(Bian Lian: Jin Zi, Guzheng: Cocky Tan)

Erhu Solo
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Qingiang Capriccio
(Soloist: Zhen Xing W,

WE: FHBE BT EHK) Yanggqin: Belinda Wong, Bangzi: Eva Chan)
B T4 Dizi and Orchestra
Z )|, Enchanting Qinchuan
(ETFHE: ¥5%F) (Soloist: Wei Lin Tseng)
HA#E . Yue Opera
#&  Advice to Dai Yu
EPE: B4, THH4EE: ERHE) (Singer: Dan Hong Ling, Gaohu: Yi Zhang Wang)
4%  Ensemble
% Rhyme

(LA = ERE)

(Jinghu: Yi Zhang Wang) 10
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Synopsis

Tunes from the North with Southern Accents Composed by Xiao Gu Zhu

Based on folk tunes of Northern Suzhou, this composition is a fusion of musical
characteristics of different regions of China. The vibrant, passionate and
harmonious mood is carried through the entire piece.

Huangmei Capriccio Huangmei Opera Music  Arranged by Zhi Huang

Huangmei Opera, or Huangmei Diao, is particularly popular in Anhui Province.
This arrangement is based on some familiar songs from Huangmei Operas and is
truly a delightful medley of Huangmei Opera music.

Tune of Sichuan Composed by Tian Sheng Yang

This composition is adapted and based on the music from Sichuan Opera. It
makes full use of both Southern and Notthern schools of Dizi ( Chinese flute )
techniques to bring this expressive piece to life.

Tan Ci Yun Composed by Cheng LLong Zhou

Tan Ci, also known as Ping Tan, is the traditional ballad of Jiangsu Province and
is a very popular form of entertainment. This lively and humorous composition
derives its theme from the spirit of Ping Tan music.

Purple Bamboo Tune Shanghai Opera Music  Arranged by Ming Yuan Liu

The melody originated from a widely loved tune of“ Shanghai Opera. T)},lis
rearrangement, reflecting life in the water village - the ~ Venice of the Orient
has become a favourite with ensembles.

>

Song of Exhortation Taiwan Folk Tune Arranged by Wen Xiang Liu

This piece was composed in the two-part format with andante in Part I and
adagio in Part II. The main message is to exhort people to be benevolent for the
wortld to be a better place. It is one of the most common yet typical styles of folk
ballads in Taiwan.
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Drunken Concubine Traditional Beijing Opeta

This Beijing Opera classic made famous by Grand Master of Beijing Opera, Lan
Fang Mei himself, recounts the scene when Yu Huan Yang, the Emperor Tang
Ming Huang's favorite concubine, was waiting anxiously for the arrival of her
beloved at the One Hundred Flower Pavilion.

Shattered Dreams of Southern Tang Music and Lyrics Composed by Wen Lo

In mid 10 Century AD, the Kingdom of Southern Tang was invaded by the
army of Taizu, Founding Emperor of Song Dynasty. Emperor Yi Li and Empress
were taken prisoners and transferred to Kai Feng, the Capital. This is the
couple’ s heart-wrenching tale of sorrow, uncertainties and desperation.

Qingiang Capriccio Arranged by Zhen Xiao Zhao & Ri Rong LLu

Qingiang is one of the oldest forms of Chinese opera, especially popular in the
North-Western provinces of Shaanxi, Gansu and Qinghai. This arrangement is
based on the music of Qingiang opera. It vividly portrays the simple lifestyle,
generous and down to earth nature of the people in this region.

Enchanting Qinchuan Composed by Yong Qing Ceng

Qinchuan refers to the vast plains north of Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces in the
North Western region of China. This hauntingly beautiful piece, composed in
1992 uses different operatic tunes as the elements, and various Dizi techniques to
depict the scenic landscapes and the people's way of life in Qinchuan.

Advice to Dai Yu Composed by Zhen Xia Gu

Bao Yu and Dai Yu are the main characters in the story of the Yue, or Shaoxing
Opera Classic, “ Dreams of the Red Chamber ” . This composition is an
excerpt from the film with the same title, tells of Dai Yu's mixed feelings, after
her love towards Bao Yu was discovered by her maid Zi Juan, who went on to
offer her Mistress some precious words of advice in love.

Rhyme Composed by Xiao Gu Zhu

This piece is composed in the style of the Beijing Opera, showing off the highly
representative and unique flavours of Chinese music.
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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra’ s upcoming public performances:
03/09/2014: Petform from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at St Kilda Library

07/09/2014: Workshop and petformance at Annual Moon Cake Festival at the
Queen Victoria Market. ( Please visit www.chaofeng.com.au for
activity time table)
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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra commission
WWW.C aofeng.com.au strengthening our community

Weekly rehearsal: Monday 8pm-10pm at
Music Department of the Melbourne University
(210 Berkeley Street, Carlton. Melway: 43 G4|

24-08-2014
Sunday 4:00pm

lvanhoe Girls” Grammar
School Performing Arts Cen



