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Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra Executive Committee

Gregory Chang
Music Advisor Dong Yan Ma 
President Mei Foon Lam 

-
Vice-President (Internal
Affairs) Thomas Wong 

-
Vice-President (External
Affairs) Steven Kwong  
General Manager Selina Fung 
Treasurer Belinda Wong 
Secretary Cassie Chai 
Librarian and costume Mei Foon Lam 
Conductor Yat Ping Chan 
Conductor June Chan 
Recreation Zi Jeat Lim 
Publicity officer Chun Wei Ngoh 
Youth group leader Vivian Chen 
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 The Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra

The Melbourne Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra was established in 1982 with 
the aim of promoting traditional Chinese culture and music in Australia. The 
Orchestra is an active member of the Australian Multicultural Art Council, 
contributing regularly to major multicultural events in Australia.   
Besides traditional Chinese music, the Orchestra also performs contemporary 
work, including newly arranged pieces of selected international collections and 
modern interpretation of Australian folk songs. 
The orchestra is well known for its devotion to nurture future Chinese music 
talents and its passion of bringing traditional Chinese music to the Australian 
community through seminars and workshops in universities, schools, 
community groups and organisations.  
Over the years, the Orchestra has worked with many reputable overseas 
Chinese orchestras to perform in Australia and around the world. They 
include the Hong Kong Music Lover Chinese Orchestra, the Juvenile and 
Youth Classical Chinese Orchestra, the Hong Kong YWCA Chinese Orchestra, 
the Singapore Keat Hong Chinese Orchestra and the Temasek Polytechnic 
Chinese Orchestra, and the PCC Chinese Orchestra of Malaysia.  It has 
always been the meeting place for a constant stream of local and overseas 
visiting musicians since its inception. 
Among numerous concert recordings, the orchestra has also made a unique 
recording of the Australian National Anthem with traditional Chinese musical 
instruments in September 2005. This unique recording can be used by local 
Councils and community organisations for occasions such as Citizenship 
ceremonies.  
Building on its exceptional achievements over the last 26 years, the Chao Feng 
Chinese Orchestra will continue to serve the community and promote 
traditional Chinese music in Australia. 

2008
Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra “Young Talent’s Time” Concert 2008 

  Organizing Committee  

: Chairman: Zi Jeat Lim
: Mei Foon Lam Steven Kwong 

Members: Thomas Wong Yat Ping Chan 
Selina Feng Belinda Wong 
Chun Wei Ngoh Silver Chan 
William Suen Cassie Chai 
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Young Talent’s Time Concert Programs Summary 

Conductor: Yat Ping Chan 

1.Overture from “Dagger Society”                                            Composed by Yi Shang 
First performed in 1957, “Dagger Society” is the first dance opera in China with a historic event 
as the theme.  The opera depicts the story of the leaders of the “Dagger Society” who wanted to 
rebel against the government of the Qing Dynasty.  The Overture, which is very popular, had 
been widely used as the background music of some martial arts movies in Hong Kong in the 60’s 
and 70’s.  It combines different moods and natures of rebellion leaders and provides an overview 
of the opera.   

2.Bow Dance                                  Composed by Yi Shang          Arranged by Yew Goh Aik 
The piece of music extracted from the dance opera “Dagger Society” highlights the heroic 
bearing of the volunteer soldiers practicing archery. 

3.Er Hu Ensemble                          Erhu: Thomas Wong, Victor Yang, Derek Kwong,  
  Bernard Feng,  Ka Wah Leung               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Happy to see Waves of the Wheat Field
Composed by Xiu Qi Li and Guo Tong Wang          
The piece depicts the happiness of people when they see the waves of wheat across the field 
with a golden harvest. 

Galloping On the Grassland    Composed By Xiu Qi Li and GuoTong Wang                                        
The music describes vividly shepherds of the new generation galloping over the broad 
grassland. They love their livelihood and are longing for their bright future. 

4.Ambush                                  Ancient Music                                      Pipa:  Susan Wen 
A very famous ancient suite-piece for Pipa solo.  It describes the story of the Chu-Han War ( B.C. 
300 ) when the Han Emperor ambushed the Chu Emperor and his warriors.  The music adopts a 
lot of imitations like fighting drum’s tune, sound of cannons, horses’ grumble and soldiers’ 
shouting during the war. 

5.New Year’s Eve                          Composed by Tian Hua Liu                Gehu: Zi Jeat Lim 
“ New Year’s Eve” was written on the eve of the lunar new year in 1927.  The composer invited 
to his home the youths who were then busy organizing with him the Association for the 
Improvement of Chinese Music, and this particular piece was an improvisation written on that 
occasion.
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6.Riding Fast to Carry Provisions
 Composed by Xian Zhong Wei                                                                 Dizi: Chun Wei Ngoh 
This music was composed with a simple but vivid melody to depict the joyful situation when the 
abundant harvest was reached, the farmers riding back and forth to carry provisions. 

7.Flower and the Youth ( Four Seasons Tune )                            Qinghai Folk Music 
Originally a well-known Qinghai love song, this tune was arranged to be a sing-and-dance piece 
in the 50s.  In Qinghai, Hua-er (flower) represents young ladies.  The melody is lyrical and 
dance-like.  It describes the sincere love among young people. 

After Intermission 

1.Yubei Ballad                         Composed by Wen Jin Liu             Erhu: Thomas Wong 
Piano: Jan Wong 

Written in 1959 by Wen Jin Liu, it is not only a popular Erhu piece, but also the representative 
work of the composer.  It consists of four sections.  It is cordial, exciting and unconstrained. Its 
melody is fully expressive of the striking folk features and strong local flavor.  It describes the 
changing life of the people in Yubei and their anxious, simple and forthright character. 

2.Spring in Snow Mountains                   Composed by Shang E Fan and Shang Da Ji Ge   
                                                                         Guzheng:  Breana Wang 

This music has a Tibetan style and flavor.  The graceful melody and lively rhythm offers audience 
a vivid picture of spring life of the Tibetan people. 

3.Spring to the Yihe River        Composed by Hui Ran Wang    Arranged Chiu Shing Ng 
                                                                                     Xiaoruan:  Eric Lau 

This music which was originally written for Liuqin was developed on the basis Shantong folk 
songs and Liuqin operas.  It provides a beautiful spring picturesque scene in the Yihe River area 
where all things on earth have come to life and are thriving.   

4. Sentimental Thoughts              Composed by Liu Ding He              Xiao:  Vivian Chen 
  Yangqin: Belinda Wong                           
This is an early work of Liu Ding He.  With Xiao accompanied by Yangqin, the music flows with 
a tranquil and beautiful melody. 

5. Reflection of the Moon over Erquan Spring
Composed By Yan Jun Hua                                                                          Cello:  Adele Xiang   
The composer lived in poverty for most of his life in old China.  The folk musician went blind in 
his late years because of poor health.  He was an Erhu master and “Reflection of the Moon over 
Erquan Spring” was his master piece.  The music describes the beautiful scenery of the moon 
mirrored in Erquan.  It also tells the composer’s resentment against the old society. 

6.The Joy                                                                        Composed by Chiu Shing Ng 
Using the combination of 3/4 and 2/4 rhythm and coupled with the vigorous passages of Chinese 
percussion, the music vividly depicts the joy of people in a festive event.   

7.Conquering Dadu River                 Composed by Yue Meng Shi and Zhong Xian Luo 
                                                                                                          Arranged by Jia Qing Zeng

This piece was frequently used in the Kung Fu movies in 60’s and 70’s in Hong Kong.  It 
describes the people and army fighting together against the wild Dadu River to carry provisions 
by boats to the frontier. 
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Yat Ping Chan 
Conductor Of the Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra 

Born in Hong Kong, Mr Yat-Ping Chan was graduated from the Hong Kong 
Academy for Performing Arts. He is now the conductor of the Chao Feng Chinese 
Orchestra and the Melbourne Guzheng Ensemble. 
While in Hong Kong, Chan was founder and leader of several professional and 
amateur Chinese music groups including the Hong Kong Juvenile & Youth Chinese 
Classical Orchestra with which he was also the conductor. His performances were 
not only in Hong Kong but also including cities in Europe, America and other 
Asian Countries.  
Being a musician and a music teacher, Chan devoted himself to teaching and 
promoting Chinese music in Melbourne. 
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PERFORMERS
: Conductor: Yat Ping Chan 

: Gaohu: Thomas Wong 
 (+Banhu, Erhu) 

: Erhu: Victor Yang 
Bernard Feng 
Derek Kwong 
Ka Wah Leung
Winnie Yuen 

Zhonghu : Selina Feng (+Sanxian) 
William Suen 

Cello: Adele Xiang 
Chung Shen Cai 
Zi Jeat Lim 

Angela Glover  Double Bass: Angela Glover 
Lawrence Chow 

Dizi: Steven Kwong 
(+Suona,  Xiao) 

Vivian Chen (+Xiao) 
Chun Wei Ngoh 
Frankie Wong 
Silver Chan 
Liang Chen Xia 

Sheng: Pete Bannister 
Suona: Cassie Chai 

Yang Qin: Belinda Wong 
Pipa: Susan Wen 

Mei Foon Lam
Zhongruan: Eric Lau(+Xiaoruan) 

Serene Sia 
Guzheng: Breana Wang(+Percussion) 
Da Ruan: Gary Chan 

Percussion: Jan Wong 
Andy Chan 

Charlotte Thompson Master of 
Ceremony: 

Charlotte Thompson 

Rehearsal: Monday 8pm~10pm at  
Music Dept of the Melbourne University  
210 Berkeley Street, Carlton. 

http://www.chaofeng.com.au    


